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Is long lasting peace an attainable dream? (Speech version 1)
H.E. Dr. Jose Ramos-Horta, 1996 Nobel Peace Laureate and President of Timor-Leste 
Ateneo de Davao University, Davao, Philippines, January 14, 2009

Most Reverend Archbishop of Davao, Honorable President of the University, Honorable Representative of the City Council, professors and associate professors, students, distinguished guests, first I would like to say how grateful and overwhelmed I am, that I finally have come to Davao even though I have been invited by Gus Miclat of the Initiatives for International Dialogue many times, but it seems we were not able to accommodate a time for me to come to the city. I’ve been to the Philippines for numerous occasions over the years. 
President Fidel Ramos and Timor-Leste

The first time I tried to come to an international conference in ‘94 organized by the Asia Pacific Conference on Timor by Gus and others like Renato Constantino. A distant cousin of mine, who was holding public office in the Philippines then, forbid me from entering the Philippines. It shows how sometimes family dispute can go back hundreds of years. If you were to ask President Fidel Ramos why he didn’t allow me to enter the Philippines in ’94, he will give you an eloquent political strategic explanation. But in reality, it is just a family feud. It goes back to the time when the Pope decided to divide the wall into two, to the warring nobilities in Spain and Portugal. One branch of the Ramos family came to the Philippines and one to East Timor. We hated each other ever since. So don’t believe him when he tells you it was political. It was a family problem. We have since reconciled. He has visited the other Ramos’ part of the family in Timor in 2006. When in the midst of our difficulties, I had just been drafted to be Prime Minister, I was Foreign Minister before, Fidel Ramos he came to Timor with the Club of Madrid and other international personalities to talk with us, to share with us their experience, and I have to say, I was there often lonely in the midst of the crisis, an incredibly tense situation, and just talking to them and listening to them was very helpful for me, finding ways how to reconcile our own people. 
The assassination attempt on my life

We have made tremendous progress. Since then we have had legislated elections, presidential elections, and we have now resolved the problem of the so called rebel petitioners, and they have all accepted the offer that I made to them. Most of the displaced persons have now gone home, and last year, in December 2008, we registered 10% real economic growth, so we ended 2008 on a very positive note. As you probably remember and recalled reading in the media that time, I know a lot of you - the Cardinal, Archbishops, bishops, priests and nuns and the Filipinos in general, Catholics and non-Catholics, Protestants and Muslims in this great country of yours - prayed for me when I struggled between life and death, out of an irrational act by a group of individuals.  The same individuals who I was engaged in dialogue with. The same individuals who were telling everybody that I was the only politician in the country they trusted. And I never hesitated to go up to the mountains to meet with them on many occasions. But then, that morning, something happened. They invaded my house, and then there was a shootout with my security guards, the rebel leader Mr. Alfredo Reinado was shot dead as well as one of the security body guards. The others who apparently were misled into the incident, very disoriented and shocked. They immediately began to send messages, even when I was still in the intensive care unit in Australia. They made public statements that they would surrender and surrender only to me, upon my return which they did. They are waiting trial in prison. 
December 26 is my birthday – it’s supposed to be a state secret, the birthday of a President, the year, not the birthday. But the professor who introduced me today took good care in releasing this state secret, and so on my birthday I went to the prison. I met with the Bishop, Bishop Ricardo, he read mass, and those involved in the assassination attempt on my life came to shake hands with me. I just felt sorry for them. If they had listened to me, they would be free today. They would have benefited from the very generous financial package the government offered them and would have joined the many hundreds of their colleagues who today restarted their lives. I told them many times, in public messages or when I met with them face to face, I said, “Never use weapons. You use, you lose. As long as you don’t do harm to anyone, I will not allow our security forces, I will not allow the international security forces in the country, to launch any operations against you.” And somewhat they listened. During the election in 2007, they did not interfere. They could have disrupted the election in many parts of the country, particularly in some of the western regions. They did not. I told them a number of times, particularly Mr. Alfredo Reinado. I remember one of our conversations. I said, “You are not young anymore. You have a wife.” Actually he had a wife, and I don’t know how many lovers. He said he didn’t care about his wife. It didn’t seem exactly a good choice of words to me. “Look,” I said, “care about your wife, your kids.”  And he responded, “I don’t care about my wife, my family. I care about the people.” I turned to him and said, “Anyone who tells me he does not care about his wife and children, about his immediate family, don’t tell me, you care about an abstract concept of people with whom you don’t have contact day to day.” I told him that. “If you cannot show sensitivity towards those living with you under the same roof, I don’t believe you care about the rest.” 

Well, tragically that morning that incident happened. I did not choose to be Foreign Minister when I was made Foreign Minister in 2002. I didn’t want, the least of all, to become Prime Minister in those circumstances in 2006.  Actually, in September 2005 I had a conversation with the then Prime Minister, telling him, “Count me out in the next election. I will not continue in government.” And he accepted and agreed. But in the circumstances of the conflict and violence then, I felt morally compelled to accept the burden in those very difficult situations. Xanana Gusmao, the President, and our two bishops - even though I’m a sinner or because God cares most about the sinners - asked me and trusted me to run for office. They said: “You have an obligation.” So I ran for President. But I told the people again and again throughout the country, whatever the outcome of this election, I will be a winner. A winner if I lose because I win my freedom, and if I win the election, I will win a heavy wooden cross. 

On February 11 it seems that God sent a message. I was literally dead. I had lost more than 4 liters of blood out of 5. By the time I arrived at the Australian army medical clinic, the doctors and nurses were surprised.  Many weeks later they told me that I had lost so much blood and I was still talking casually as if I just had a bicycle accident. They said I was describing what happened very calmly, very casually but then they saw my heartbeat was slowing down. I was shot twice with powerful explosive bullets, so called Dum-dum bullets, and yet the doctors said incredibly, miraculously, not a single vital organ was touched. Some of the fragments stopped 2 millimeters from the spinal cord. The chief surgeon in Australia, Dr. Phil Carson, a wonderful human being, who is not very religious, said ”Someone up there must be helping you, because it is unexplainable.” Maybe God wanted me to carry on the cross on behalf of the people of Timor-Leste, too presumptuous to say on behalf of the rest of the world. 
Roots of conflict in the world

This is only an introduction to Timor-Leste. I will now go to the theme of my talk. I have to say Mr. Uwe Morawetz suggested this theme: Is long lasting peace an attainable dream? He is a dreamer, a European who witnessed the fall of the Berlin Wall. If the Berlin Wall was dismantled, the myth of the mighty Soviet empire imploded, how wouldn’t he dream that we can realize peace in the world? Everything is possible. So, I don’t blame him for being such a dreamer. However, if you look at situations in Europe right after the fall of the Berlin Wall, almost in the heart of Europe, in the Balkans, hundreds of thousands of people were killed and displaced right in the heart of the European civilization. We move a bit farther south, North Africa, the Maghreb region to the Middle East, and to our region of the world, a region that stretches from Jordan all the way to Timor-Leste. How many conflicts we had in the last 50 years? The Palestinian struggle for independence, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan. If you look at our region, it is one of the most dangerous regions in the world, the most nuclearized.
A nuclearized Asia

Almost everyone who is anyone of size and demographic significance decided to have nuclear weapons. There is no other part in the world that is so nuclearized as Asia. As if some leaders in Asia believe that one way to resolve problems of hunger, of extreme poverty, of lack of access to clean water, lack of access to basic shelter and food is through nuclear blackmail. Nuclear weapons will not resolve problems of poverty. From Pakistan to India to China to North Korea to Russia, and maybe who knows, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad might be busy fabricating nuclear weapons. I don’t know whether he is doing that or not, but the way he talks, threatening everybody to extinction, he seems like having the intention of having nuclear weapons, although he denies it. He invoked Islam as forbidding the possession and use of weapons of mass destruction.  But the reality is that even if we assume Iran does not have nuclear weapons, many others including the State of Israel have them. 

The business of hostage taking in Columbia

Beyond the nuclear weapons issue there are so many conflicts that have their roots in centuries of prejudice, fear, ignorance. It is against this reality that I wonder whether peace is an attainable dream. Is it an attainable dream for Timor-Leste? Yes, it is, and we are realizing it. How do we go about to realize peace in our little part of the world? Once I was sent as far away as the jungles of Colombia - actually by accident. I was visiting Colombia when a Filipino gentleman working with UNICEF, Cecelio Adorno, approached me. As you know, Filipinos are almost everywhere. As missionaries, as priest, as nuns, working with the UN in so many different activities, always hard working, creative, always trying to sell us something. I had this experience in New York where I lived many years. I was first struck on how Filipino secretaries work in some of the missions in New York and the UN. They always have an extra business aside. That was my first experience. Selling clothing or shoes, Filipinos are very enterprising, creative people, and you find them everywhere. Indeed it is, I believe, this resilience of yours, this creativity, this stubbornness, this independence of mind that actually led the Philippines be the first Asian country to free itself from dictatorship. 

Back to Colombia: I arrived there, and Cecelio Adorno suggested to some people in Colombia including the government under the just newly elected president of Colombia who became a good friend of mine, Andres Pastrana, that maybe Nobel Laureate Jose Ramos-Horta could help to resolve a hostage situation here in Colombia. One particular case: 15 teenagers had been kidnapped many months earlier by one of the insurgency groups in Colombia called ELN, Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional.  Well, that’s why and how I ended up there, but to make the story short, I did secure the release of the hostages after very elaborate intricate arrangements. First travelling to meet with some of the political leaders in prison and as it turned out, the two most influential political leaders of ELN, civilians in jail in a very high security prison somewhere near Medellin, were  two former Jesuit priests.

Not to blame Jesuits, I had 3 hours of conversation with them in prison. The military police allowed me to go into their cell. And then the military gave us, me and the two ex-priests, a radio to communicate with the fighters who were holding the hostages in the mountains. The two were the ones to determine the decision to the hostage takers, whether to release them or not. We talked like brothers. I told them, “I am not American, German or French. I have no power behind me. There is no one, absolutely no one behind me, so I’m powerless.” And I didn’t bring any money to buy off anyone as ELN business is hostage taking and charging big ransom money for the release. Well, in the end they released them after holding them for several weeks. I went to the mountains to secure the release and flew out with a helicopter with 15 teenagers on board.  
Peace is possible

That’s why sometimes when I contemplate the theme of my speech today I say yes of course, it’s always possible. In a hundred years from now, a thousand years from now our planet probably will have recovered from some nuclear holocaust. The few who survived finally learned the lesson that we must live as children of God, as brothers and sisters, heal our planet, help each other and destroy every weapon on this planet.  Based on my experiences, by watching and observing, I believe it is possible to resolve conflicts in any given country. I believe it is possible to resolve the ongoing tragedy in Burma. It’s such an indictment to us in the region that Aung San Suu Kyi is there under constant house arrest for almost two decades without anyone being able to free her ... But I believe it is possible, as I believe it is possible to find a solution for the Middle East conflict, between Israelis and Palestinians.
The making and breaking of peace agreements

Recalling my modest experience in dealing with hostage takers in Colombia or with gangs in my country: One day, when I was already Prime Minister, I called all the gang leaders into my office, about 12 of them. Half intimidated, because I didn’t look very friendly, they sat down. I said a lot of ugly, angry things to them and then: “Now I am going to leave. I am going to close the door, and you will be able to do two things: Talk to each other and find a way for you all to end the violence in your neighborhood after you have done a lot of damage to yourself, to your communities, to your country – you have brought shame to all of us. Or I will come back to wipe off the blood from the floor because you have killed each other.” They had these two choices, and they were shocked about my words. After a while they started crying. Then after a few hours they called a press conference and signed a statement pledging to end the violence. Four of them honored the agreement for the following month until today and few others didn’t. 
After the pledging, few weeks later, they started fighting again which is often typical in my country, and I think might be typical in the Philippines. In the sense that we issue statements, we sign agreements, and then we don’t honor them. In my country we do that all the time. We make an agreement today, pledging no personal attacks during election campaigns. One party, I think the wisest one of the parties, a few years ago refused to sign the agreement. They said, “Why? We sign agreements, and we never honor them.” 
Dialogue is a key towards peace

Each of us, each individual, even the most hardened criminal, I believe, based on my experiences over the years in dealing with individuals, has the possibility to change. If you try to understand the others, not to talk to them in order to simply make them accept your own views. First: listen, listen and listen. Try to imagine being a Palestinian. Try to understand why Hamas does what it does. Then ask yourself: Did we contribute through our actions to create and to raise people who are today in the ranks of Hamas, who fire rockets into our neighborhood? I’m not naïve and believe that you can persuade everyone. Some are driven solely by ideology or an extraordinary belief that they have an exclusivity of truth like the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia. But overall I believe it is possible to listen, to learn and to change. And that’s why I think that if we renew our effort to engage in dialogue by listening, by talking to each other, even if it goes on for hours, for days or endless, I believe peace is attainable. 
Ways to resolve domestic violence

However, peace is not an abstract concept. Peace has to start within ourselves, as human beings – as individuals. It has to start in our homes. In my country we have rampant domestic violence. Two months ago I met with more than one hundred youth, gang leaders and others, and I began putting a challenge to them, saying by December 2009 I want to declare Dili a city of peace. And the challenge is on you, the youth. How to achieve it? I explained to them: Peace is not only the absence of war, of conflict, of violence as such. There has also to be complete absence of domestic violence. Children and women have to feel safe in their own home. Can we imagine a child being terrorized at home? Can we imagine a child leaving school and being afraid to go home, because at home he or she might encounter continuing abuse, verbal or physical? That’s where the challenge lies to our communities in Timor-Leste. We have to empower youth and others in the neighborhood, in the communities. Some say we want youth centers, computer classes and English classes. Others say we want to do this and that. With the help of experts we try to design different activities. Then we have to look for funding from our own government or from the donor community. It has to be an integrated approach to address the feelings of alienation, of marginalization of youth and of the poor. The government of Xanana Gusmao has begun to address some of these problems that gave rise to conflicts in 2006. 
The problem in 2006 had some roots in the mismanagement of the police and army which was the responsibility of the political leadership.  But there were other more concrete reasons for the conflict, and that was land dispute, housing dispute. After weeks without understanding why they kept fighting, one day I met with more than hundred youth on a dry riverbank, and one youth, a very skinny poor, very smart young man stood up and said: “In 1999 they occupied the houses, and as of now, 2006, they still occupy them. I’m getting married soon, I don’t have a house.” I began to understand that this has to do with much more than land and property dispute. It has to do with poverty. They are not asking for overnight solutions. They are asking for the possibility of having hope, a belief that sometime in the future they will see a light at the end of the tunnel, a relief from poverty, from desperation. 
Inequalities in our world community

That’s how I believe it is possible in an integrated fashion to address issues of conflict in different parts of the world. But the international community must do more. I’m sure you know that the United Nations for the past 20/30 years have argued with rich countries to allocate at least 0.7 percent of their GDP for international development assistance. Only four or five countries in Europe have met this minimum figure and even gone beyond that: Sweden, Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, maybe Finland. All the others have not even gone up to 0.4 percent. The United States is at 0.2 percent. Spain recently promised that by 2015 it would go up to 0.7 percent. Doubling foreign aid, opening their markets, ending agricultural subsidies in Europe, in the US, in Japan, I believe would resolve a lot of the root causes of conflict around the world, including in the Philippines. 
We can do it, but we cannot delegate peace

But at the same time, and to end my comments, no outside mediator can find peace for Filipinos. No Malaysians, no Indonesians, no Secretary Generals, no one can find peace for Israelis and Palestinians, but Israelis and Palestinians themselves. Long lasting peace in the Philippines is an attainable dream, but only Filipinos can do it. Others might provide small advice here and there, secretarial work, technical work, typing skills to type your reports, things like that. My point is that those in conflict, leaders and non leaders, state actors and non state actors, have to be sincerely committed, have to sincerely believe that it is in their national interest that the country is at peace. We all have to be committed to take a step back with humility, to reflect on the mistakes of the past that might have led to this or that conflict. If we don’t do that, lasting peace remains in our speeches, in our rhetoric, in dreams, but it will not be realized. 
One of the longest, most vicious civil wars in Africa was in Mozambique. More than a million people were killed. Then there came a new president, whom I knew very well, Joaquin Chissano. I talked with him on numerous occasions, and I knew he was so different from others who were conducting the world policies at that time. When he came in, dialogue begun right away, mediated by the Community of Santo Egidio at Rome. It took many years, but finally in the early 90’s they signed the peace agreement. Now, more than 10 years later it’s still in effect, and Mozambique recovered economically and has one of the highest economical growth rates in Africa for the past 10 years. Unthinkable, 10 or 15 years ago. 
Timor-Leste’s place in ASEAN

So, I believe peace is possible in Myanmar. I believe it is possible in Gaza and even more possible in the Philippines. I want to thank Filipinos, former President Cory Aquino and Ninoy Aquino, for inspiring us 20 years ago to believe that change is possible. Don’t underestimate the hope you generated and created in many of us back then - that change is possible. I thank Filipinos, leaders and people, for the support they provided us since 1999. Many Filipino soldiers, police, civilians served in my country. Many are still there. Many East Timorese students are now studying here. A very large group of young people arrived here yesterday, and I take pride in that because it was something I argued a few years ago as Foreign Minister within the then cabinet of Dr. Mari Alkatiri. One of the countries I wanted to choose as a strategic partner, as a destination for our students, was the Philippines. By then nothing much happened, but in 2006 I became Prime Minister and came to Cebu for an ASEAN meeting. I met with President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, we discussed it again, and it has now being realized thanks to the will of both sides: the Filipino side for receiving our students and the current government of Timor-Leste for putting together the money to pay for it, to cover the costs of our students for coming to the Philippines. I hope many more will follow. And I hope that the Philippines, which have an immense abundance of human resources, together with other ASEAN countries like Thailand and Indonesia, will continue to embrace Timor-Leste, will continue to assist us in paving the way to a full membership in ASEAN. 
We hope to achieve this in 4 to 5 years from now, before the end of my presidential mandate. I have three and a half years to go, unless I decide to run for five more years making it ten, and then I will do it like Hugo Chavez and amend the constitution ... actually, to tell you the truth, if I would be able to serve less than five years, I would enjoy it very much, I would win back my freedom, and I hope before 2012 Timor-Leste could join ASEAN. The Philippines was always at the forefront of supporting our membership, even when in ASEAN there were one or two countries that were skeptical about Timor-Leste to join. But their skepticism changed rapidly, so much that in the amendment of the ASEAN charter one of the legal constitutional obstacles was removed paving the way for new members to join beyond the ten. So, there is political will, and Timor-Leste will join. Why we want to join ASEAN? Obviously we are part of this region, Southeast Asia, and we believe that through active and creative diplomacy Timor-Leste can offer its very modest contribution to make this region a zone of peace. That is an attainable dream because in reality, in spite of some problems, ASEAN is a region of peace. God bless you.
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De La Salle University, Manila, Philippines, January 15, 2009

The inspiration Filipinos provide to the ASEAN region

Thank you so much for inviting me to be here today at this prestigious university. I have been to the Philippines on numerous occasions, as most of you are aware. I have the greatest sympathy and admiration for you all, for what you have achieved for your own country in freeing it from dictatorship in the past, for your extraordinary resilience in standing up to the challenges you’ve faced. I met Ninoy Aquino in New York when I was in exile. I heard him speak at Columbia University. When I heard he was going to speak, I immediately went there, found a seat at the front row and was very impressed. One thing that impressed me most was he had 10 minutes to speak and he finished, sharp, in 10 minutes. And he was speaking without notes. Afterwards I went to greet him and he greeted me back effusively and called me ‘my brother’. That was the first time I met Ninoy, and over the years when he was at Harvard I spoke with him over the phone.  I think two weeks before he was making the fateful return to the Philippines I spoke with him. And I remember telling him, “Don’t you dare forget Timor when you become President, because many leaders when they are in no position, they are all very supportive, but when they get to power, they forget about us.” And he said, “How can I forget you, my brother?” The people’s revolution, the people’s movement in this country inspired a lot of us, particularly in this region. 

The Mindanao conflict

I would like to start by clarifying one point: I did not volunteer and I am not volunteering to help in the Mindanao conflict. A friend of mine contacted me on the email, and he said could I be interested in helping. Obviously as a Christian, as a human being, each of us, whenever you’re asked “Are you interested?” or “Can you help?” of course we have to say, “Of course, I can try to help”. But I said in the email, “I am very ignorant about the complexity of the problems in Mindanao. All I can say is, I can read and I can listen. And if all sides agree, I can try to help.” But when you say, “try to help” you can help in many other ways, not necessarily being a so-called mediator. This exercise hosted by the International Peace Foundation, also many other activities going on in Mindanao, in the Philippines, involving civil society is contribution towards lasting peace in the Philippines. That’s what I meant. 
What I am happy to do is to mediate between Ateneo and La Salle. I think that is more of a serious problem than Mindanao. The president of Ateneo de Davao University, I was there yesterday, he sends you all his love. 
History lessons in war and peace

The theme for this talk is “Is lasting peace an attainable dream?” Of course, if you are to listen to His Holiness the Dalai Lama, I’m sure ‘cause I’ve heard him so many times, I’ve confessed with him so many times, he would dream along with you. He would make you dream along with him, that yes, peace in our world is an attainable dream. I am also a dreamer, but I’m a bit more practical and sometimes sceptical as I read humanity’s history. Yes, peace on our planet is an attainable dream – who knows, 50 years, 100 years, 1000 years from now? But as we review or revisit the history of the world, we don’t even have to go far back before World War II.  Just after World War II, one has to be really extraordinarily an optimist to believe that in my lifetime, in your lifetime, peace can be achieved throughout this world. Immediately after World War II, in this very region of the world, we had some of the most vicious conflict: from Vietnam to Laos to Cambodia. More than a million people lost their lives – all in the name of the struggle against communist or for communist ideals. Some dream of a better world than the one that prevailed in Indo-China at that time. Others, way back from another continent thought that it was their sacred mission to stop atheist-communism from taking over in Indo-China and maybe even moving beyond Indo-China so they went to war, dropping more weapons, more bombs on Cambodia, on neutral Cambodia, than all the weapons dropped, all the bombs dropped in Europe in World War II. Not to forget the Korean War in the 50’s. 
And then in our more recent times, and again as US retreated from Indo-China, the Khmer Rouge took over in Cambodia, and we all know what happened: More than a million people, two million people, maybe, lost their lives there, all in the name of an extraordinary “ideology”. People’s lives were wasted on the altar of yet another ideology. 
And look at the Europeans – let’s leaf through World War II. One of the worst, probably the worst war ever in humanity’s history started in civilized Europe and caused the death of millions of people in Europe and elsewhere where the war also reached. Timor-Leste did not escape World War II. Madame President of Far Eastern University said we were occupied by Portugal and then Indonesia. But then in the intermission we were occupied also by Japan for four years. So, almost everybody was interested in one way or another in occupying Timor-Leste. Only to say that even Timor-Leste did not escape World War II, and yet soon after World War II, we have to say, soon after World War II, because in humanity’s history 30 years or 40 years is nothing, look at what happened in the Balkans – hundreds of thousands misplaced, tens of thousands died, and then we saw the partition or the split-up of former Yugoslavia.
The acceptance of human rights as a universal principle

Of course, there were also extraordinary, positive things that happened in Europe and in the world since World War II – the advancement of human rights, slowly, gradually became a universally accepted principle. If we look back 10 or 20 years ago in this region there was still a debate amongst or in certain circles whether human rights were indeed a universal principle applicable to all cultures, all regions or whether there are some specificities such as Asian values. Today I think even that notion of Asian values, supposedly in conflict with the universal values of human rights, of human life, of the right of the individual to be free from fear of torture – that notion has been discredited, and we don’t hear it much now, certain elite groups in Asia invoking the so-called Asian values as against the universal applicability, the universal obligation of all states to honor the sacred principles enshrined in the universal declaration of human rights in the UN charter, in the two covenants, the political-civil causal rights and social-economic causal rights.
The European Union as a symbol of peace and the dilemma the independence of Kosovo caused

So, that is progress. Progress is seen extraordinary also in the way how Europe moved beyond World War II. Last year, in 2008, I nominated the European Union/European Commission for the Nobel Peace Prize. I believe the European Union is one of the greatest institutions that was born out of the ashes of World War II, creating a borderless Europe. Unfortunately the Nobel committee in Oslo decided to give it, instead of to the European Union, to former President of Finland Martti Ahtisaari. I don’t know the CV, the curriculum, the history of Martti Ahtisaari except for what appears in the media. But you might recall that he was one of the last mediators in the Kosovo conflict, on behalf of the UN, the European Union, and yet that conflict was not resolved as proposed by Martti Ahtisaari. Today Kosovo is independent, recognized only by 50 states. In Asia, only Malaysia has recognized Kosovo. Many other countries in Asia and elsewhere are not recognizing Kosovo’s independence. You, students of international relations, of politics, might wish to analyze, should the Philippines or ASEAN countries and the rest recognize the independence of Kosovo? If not, why not? If yes, why should you recognize Kosovo? After all Kosovo was part of Serbia historically for hundreds of years. Kosovo was the centre of Serbia, the soul of Serbia, recognized as such, as recently as only two or three years ago, in UN Security Council resolutions, as an integral part of Serbia. Suddenly the powers that be in the UN reversed the position and supported the independence of Kosovo. How do you reconcile that? How will you reconcile the right of a people to self-domination and what sometimes might seem to be a contradiction, sovereignty of state. What should take precedence – the right of the people to self-domination or territorial integrity, sovereignty over all parts of the territory? It is a dilemma that many countries face today in the face of the problem of Kosovo. It only served to illustrate the complexity of the many problems facing the international community today. 
Following the independence of Timor-Leste

The president of the university just referred earlier to the ongoing tragedy and conflict in Gaza, Somalia, Sudan – the unresolved and ongoing suffering of the people in Burma/Myanmar. In view of these conflicts and against this background it is a bit difficult for me to believe or to lead you to believe that peace is possible in our entire world. It is possible in each country in some specific situations. No resolution of conflicts within a state is an indictment of all of us. No resolution of the conflict in Timor-Leste in the previous 24 years was an indictment of the international community, an indictment of the United Nations, of Indonesia. Then, wisdom prevailed in Indonesia in 1999, with the change of leadership then, change that was brought about by the people of Indonesia and Timor-Leste. We did not march into the capital, Dili, with weapons. The resolution of the conflict came about because wiser people in Indonesia decided that enough was enough. Then, through protracted negotiations, Indonesia withdrew, the United Nations took over temporarily for two years, and Timor-Leste acceded to independence. 
But that doesn’t mean that some of the legacy of the occupation, the legacy of the past that created a culture of violence, created so much trauma - was resolved suddenly with independence. We can negotiate political agreements. But it is far more difficult to heal the wounds in our hearts, in our souls. That is a much more complex process. In 2000 we had a major conflict within our resistance forces and our, to be created, new defense force. Our resistance force was transitioning to a new modern force. One of the well-known fighters called Mr. L7 – that was his codename during the resistance – charismatic, little education, abandoned the cantonment in the town of Aileu, and with 30 men, allegedly very heavily armed, he went to his native town of Laga. He had a lot of popular support, thousands of people. I was asked by the then – Mr. Sergio Vieira de Melo, the late Sergio Vieira de Melo and Mr. Xanana Gusmao to handle that situation. And I asked them, “As long as you give me carte blanche – green light, full authority to resolve – and whatever I work out with him, you have to accept.” They agreed. So I went to Laga many times, for several weeks. But to make the story short, I finally convinced him to return to the capital with a huge entourage. What was the agreement? The agreement was this: He would not return to armed forces, because I told Sergio Vieira de Melo and Mr. Xanana Gusmao I can resolve a political dispute but I cannot resolve what goes on in the hearts; between him and the rest of his compatriots was a very deep division, a lot of resentment with the way he perceived he was treated. So this will take time; he shouldn’t go back. I told him, “You shouldn’t go back.” Well, I proposed that he be made security adviser to the UN in Timor, security adviser to Mr. Xanana Gusmao. He was given authority, vehicle to travel around the country, and since then he has been such well-behaved. And then last year he ran for office and was elected to the Parliament. But one critical issue that I mentioned is so difficult. You can reach a political agreement, but do not disregard also what goes on in the psyche, in the mind and in the heart of the people involved in conflict. 
In Timor-Leste we inherited these years and years of abuse, of humiliation that created this, I wouldn’t say, culture for violence, but traumatized people. And people, who are traumatized by violence, treat them appropriately. Treat them, understanding what goes on in their minds and in their hearts.
The over-simplistic pictures of conflict drawn by the media

In 2006 after a few years of relative peace after 1999, violence erupted in Timor. Few academics, western, simplistic-minded journalists who travel to a given country for a few days, sometimes if they work for a big newspaper, they don’t even have a few days, they have only a few hours, they read things that were written by some other academics or some other journalists, they repeat the same mistakes made by the previous correspondents, because they all read the same stuff, influenced by each other, make simplistic assessments or evaluation of the situation in my country, as they have done in many other countries that I have read them writing about... while people like me took hours, days patiently going into the neighborhoods, to people’s homes, talking to the people. Or they would come to us, we talk with them endlessly for weeks trying to bridge the divide between the leadership and the people – a leadership that is disconnected from the people, between rival groups, sometimes problems of misinformation, misreading, prejudices, sometimes the issue of poverty, of land dispute, housing dispute. Then some behind the scenes manipulate, turn them into politics, far more complex than what simpleminded journalists assume, particularly from newspapers from Australia, from Portugal, from the US, foreign correspondents from the Associated Press, writers, even the venerable BBC. In the absence of on-the-spot coverage, in the absence of fresh footage of what’s going on, they do a story with background pictures of five years earlier perpetuating misinformation to the viewers. I’ve seen it everywhere. And the media in many instances in our own countries do not do their share of justice, of contribution to peacemaking, and exacerbate situations through their sometimes irresponsible coverage.
Let me share with you the story in Cambodia. If you recall, a mob attacked the Thai embassy in Phnom Penh because a local radio station in Phnom Penh wrongly reported that a famous Thai singer or actress had claimed that Angkor Wat was part of Thailand. The mob went to the Thai embassy in Phnom Penh, ransacked, some people were killed and fifty-million dollars in damage was caused which Cambodia had to pay later. You recall a Newsweek story alleging that US soldiers in Guantanamo had flushed the Koran down the toilet. And that’s from the venerable Newsweek. As it turned out, it was a false story. Newsweek did not bother to double-check. And yet it caused so much destruction from Pakistan to Afghanistan. A lot of people were killed as a result of that. 
So each and every one of us in our societies has to take responsibility for creating conditions for peace. Only in that way can we put up the building blocks of peace, block by block, in our countries, in our villages, in our provinces, in the whole country and maybe in the region and in the world. Is it possible to visualize Asia free of nuclear weapons? How can we dream of peace in Asia when Asia is one of the most, I would say, the most nuclearized region of the world. You don’t have in Europe countries physically bordering each other, each with nuclear weapons. Two of them have it, separated by the English Channel, and that’s it. Asia? Almost each naval has a nuclear weapon. I’m exaggerating but you see from Pakistan to India, to China, to North Korea, and at then the border with Russia – all possessing nuclear weapons. It seems that leaders in Asia 50 years ago when they began their nuclear arms race more or less thought that that was their best protection of their national interests, their sovereignty, their territorial integrity, their best way to invest their brains and money in solving issues of poverty. We are not able to bring clean water to poor villages in much of Asia. And yet we have science, we have technology to develop the most destructive weapons ever invented by humanity. But are these weapons of any use to save the empire, to save the country? 
The power of the people changing the world

Let me share with you, to conclude, the following: I was traveling once in Switzerland from the very boring town of Nyon where nothing ever happened. But that’s were I stayed because some friends of mine give me free accommodation whenever I go to expensive Geneva to do my international human rights lobby. Every morning, while driving from Nyon to Geneva, I would tune in to the ever loyal companion, BBC. Eight a.m. sharp the news comes from London. And that morning in 1990 came the story of a Soviet cosmonaut who had been in space for several months in one of those record-breaking missions in space. That morning, as he was preparing the space-craft to return to Earth, he received orders from Moscow: “Do not return; circle the Earth for a while. Your country no longer exists.” The Soviet Union, the mighty empire, ceased to exist. I stopped the car, because in normal circumstances I’m a very bad driver, always distracted. With that news, I’d better stop. I was totally startled, and I began to reflect on the end of history. That was the end of one history. The mighty army of the Soviet Union was not able to save from bankruptcy the Soviet elderly who presided over 50 years of illusion and of oppression. Who thought possible that the Berlin Wall would come down crumbling in our lifetime? Václav Havel walked out of prison and became president of the new Czech Republic. And the contagion effect took place. A few years later, Nelson Mandela walked out of prison. 
The Gaza conflict

This is only to say that no amount of force, of weapons can resolve our basic daily problems or our basic survival. No amount of force can prevail over our ideals, our convictions. It is so tragic that sometimes it takes years and years and years of people losing their lives, and then in the end you realize you have to negotiate, negotiate with the same people that you called bandits, that you called criminals in the previous 20 years, in the previous 30 years. In the meantime thousands had died. Today much of the West call Hamas a terrorist organization. But much of the West, the UN, all sponsored the elections that took place in Gaza; only that the election was won by the wrong people – by Hamas. And then Condoleeza Rice, secretary of state, who was a so certain, enthusiastic proponent of the election in Gaza, realized that the people of Gaza were wrong. She did not go as far as change the people, but tried to change the regime in Gaza. And the result is this. I’m sorry to say, but the international community, the West contributed to this spiral of violence in Gaza, because you cannot sponsor or manipulate democracy. One of the tools of democracy for people to exercise their will is election. And Hamas won the election. You cannot turn around and say “Sorry, but you shouldn’t have won. And now we’re going to punish you, because you won the election.” So that’s part of the problem. 
However, I believe, and it happened with Yasser Arafat, you might recall. Yasser Arafat was called a “terrorist” for many years, 20 years or more. He won the Nobel Peace Price in ‘94, together with Shimon Peres and Yitzhak Rabin for their courage to reverse course. He was no longer a terrorist; he became a respected international statesman. Who knows, a few years from now the Hamas leaders might also become international statesmen as Arafat.
Dialogue as the only weapon to win peace

My point is only to say that before we label others all sorts of names or refuse to talk with them, let’s think through carefully. In my own country we have a Portuguese judge in our supreme court. Because we still have a lack of enough own judges and prosecutors, we have many from different nationalities, particularly from Portugal and Brazil, because of our legal system. We rely a lot on those friendly countries that have a civil law system. And as I refuse to give green light to our army police, I refuse to give green light to the international security force in my country to launch military operations against the so-called rebel group of Mr. Alfredo Reinado. That Portuguese judge though issued a statement - although his own country has only 30 years democracy, because Portugal became only a democracy after ’75, before it was a dictatorship - giving a long lecture to the President of Timor-Leste about democracy and stating that the President was interfering in the justice sector. All I said was, and in that I was backed up by the UN and by all my colleagues, as long as there is a chance for me to persuade Mr. Alfredo Reinado and his people a) to not use violence, b) to surrender themselves to justice, I will oppose the use of force. So I went to the mountains, to the villages to meet with Mr. Reinado. I sent my representatives to talk with him; he even had access to my telephone. I got a pledge from him in 2007 that he will not interfere with the elections and he didn’t. And I told Mr. Alfredo Reinado, “As long as you don’t harm anyone, as long as you don’t use weapons against anyone, I will not allow anyone to come and attack you. However you have, at some point, to give yourself up.” And I told him, “Give up weapons. You play too much with guns. With guns you will be killed.” I told him to remember what the Bible says, if you who kill with steel, with war, you will be killed the same way. Not exactly a literal translation. The Catholics here in this university would probably recall better what the Bible actually said. But that’s more or less the meaning. And I told him “Look after your wife and children.” He responded, “I don’t care about my wife and children. I care about the people.” I told him “Don’t tell me that you care about the people, when you don’t care about your wife and children.” Many, in the struggles for many decades, always said that “I don’t care about my family. I care about the people.” If you don’t care about your family, you don’t have sentiments about those of your own blood, those next to you, don’t tell me you have no sentiments for others.
Compassion and leadership

The test of the quality of leadership is compassion, more than brains. What is the use of a number of PhD’s or Masters on your CV, extraordinary brain, if you don’t have compassion or a golden heart. Our CV’s, our PhD’s, our brains lead us to catastrophes. You know what has happened around the world and even today, every time someone comes to me from Europe or the United States and says I have a PhD in economics, in banking, I say, “Excuse me, what happened to the international economic financial crisis?” With all these PhD in economics around the world, we are in this mess. Not that I want to listen now to philosophers, but in my country anyone showing up with his or her CV saying “I worked five years or ten years in Wall Street,” well, will get immediately an order to leave the country. But anyway, the test of leadership is compassion; the test of leadership is humility, because when we don’t have those two sentiments, to try to understand the other side, to listen to the other side, we will fail.
This is a problem also in my country. Why is it so difficult sometimes to bring different leaders to talk? And sometimes, when I talk with some of them individually, there are no differences. But then to get them to work together, pride, emotions, something that happened in the past come into it. That’s why I say that those responsible have to have greater patience; only that way can we realize the dream – peace in our lifetime, peace in the world. 
Strengthening the relationship between the Philippines and Timor-Leste

And last, but not least, I would like to thank the Filipino people, President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, who in the last few years has presided over the strengthening of relationships between our two countries. In 2006 I talked to President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, telling her that I want to see as many Timorese students coming into this country. I was Prime Minister at that time. She promptly agreed. Then I talked with our current Prime Minister Mr. Xanana Gusmao, most of you have heard of him – a man of tremendous compassion. Way back when I was Foreign Minister in 2003-2004, I began to argue that we must elect the Philippines as one of the main countries for our students because of so many similarities and the quality of education. 
Today Timor has enough resources from oil and gas, although still modest, but enough for us to be able to invest seriously in education. So, the Philippines is receiving now at least 100 students, and I insisted and back then the Prime Minister thoroughly agreed, priority is in the field of science and technology. The first group has arrived, I don’t know how many to De La Salle University. I think most have gone to Ateneo. I confess, I don’t even know where they have gone. I know only they’ve come to the Philippines. We pay almost all their costs. The Philippines charges only the domestic fee which makes a huge difference. 
Cuba’s assistance to the world

We have Australia, one of the richest countries in the world, offering us 10 scholarships. I argued with John Howard, former Prime Minister of Australia, back then a few years ago, to at least take 100 Timorese for the vocational training in schools in Australia. He looked at me, not terribly convinced or touched by that. So, today we have only 10 scholarships offered by Australia. Our government is paying 30 scholarships for our students to go to Australia. The United States, not more generous than Australia, provide 6 scholarships. Cuba, one of the poorest countries in the world, and according to the United States, one of the least generous countries in the world that creates so many problems to the United States, Cuba offered 800 scholarships to Timorese students. We have 800 Timorese studying medicine in Cuba. Almost, I would say, 98% of the costs borne by the Cubans themselves. We give only the per diem 50 dollars pocket money to our students. We have 300 Cuban doctors working in Timor, almost all costs covered by the Cubans as well. Plus, we have 150 medical students, our own medical students studying under Cuban doctors. They are the ones who set up our medical schools. And we are eternally grateful to President Fidel Castro, President Raul Castro for what they are doing in support of us and so many countries in the developing world. Thirty-five thousand Cuban doctors have been working in developing countries for the last 40 years. What a tremendous burden to Cuba, what an extraordinary display of generosity, regardless of the ideologies or political system in each country. 
A bright future for Timor-Leste

Fidel Castro has been in office for forty years – that political system allowed that – I have no plans to be 40 years in office. If I serve my full term, that will be 12 years, sorry, I mean until 2012, I think that was a Freudian slip. If I serve my full term until 2012, that’s another three and a half years, maybe, I am not even certain that I would want to serve the full term. I accepted to be Prime Minister in the worsening crisis of the country. I ran for President because Xanana and the bishop told me to run for President. The country today is at peace. Economically we’re doing well. Last year there was a 10% growth, real growth. We have a surplus of more than 4 billion dollars in our petroleum fund, and we want to use that fund to finance our education, give a chance to our young generation, to prepare for their future. There are many people who can do the job other than Jose Ramos-Horta. We have great extraordinary people in our country who have contributed far more to the country’s freedom than myself. So much so that when I returned home in 1999, in 2000, I handed over the gold medal of the Nobel Peace Prize to the head of our resistance fighters in Timor. In ’96 I said in Oslo, they are the real winners, I’m referring to the resistance fighters, they are those who really deserve this prize. It was not only rhetoric. In August 2000 in a ceremony I handed over the Nobel Prize to them. 
I clarify also that my CV which you can pull out of the internet is completely outdated, not that it has become richer, only that there have been some failures in my career. I setup this micro-credit fund which worked very well in 2000, with part of the money from the Nobel Peace Prize. But only a few weeks ago, I was contacted by a Timorese NGO managing it saying that because of many problems, because of the 2006 crisis, there is a lot of nonperforming, you know, I don’t even know the technical names for this. So, what should I do? I gave you the money; I never expected that you’d want to give it back to me. I don’t care. The people are not able to pay? So forget about it. The rest of the money was still in their account, so just use the money to pay for your own costs. So, if you have this micro-credit in my CV on the internet, delete it; it’s no longer valid. I’m no longer in charge of any micro-credit; just a clarification.

God bless you. Thank you.

Question & answer session between students and H.E. President Dr. Ramos-Horta

Question 1: 

What does Indonesia mean for you and for Timor-Leste?

Answer: What I said in my own remarks is this: The normalization of relations, the process of reconciliation between Timor-Leste and Indonesia should have been, could be a case study for many countries that had a similar history of conflict. In 2002, immediately after our restoration of independence, I went with Xanana Gusmao, then President, to Jakarta. His first state visit back then was to Indonesia. My first state visit as President was to Indonesia. As for the President of Indonesia, his first state visit abroad was to Timor when he was first elected. When Xanana Gusmao went to Jakarta, after he was elected President, after independence, he was received with full honors. And as I saw the Indonesian military band playing our national anthem, 21-gun salute, I did not think of the moment of our triumph – it was normal, the moment of our triumph. I thought of the extraordinary sense of pragmatism, realism, generosity on the part of the Indonesians. That was an army that, although not militarily, was defeated in Timor. No one should have illusions that the Indonesian army was defeated in Timor. The Suharto regime came down crumbling as a result of student demonstrations, there were negotiations with the UN and us, and Indonesia vacated our territory. But they were very wounded in their pride. They could have very well said, “You wanted independence? Now be on your own.” They wouldn’t have to do anything bad, just be indifferent to Timor, to turn their back. They haven’t done that. They walked halfway to meet again with the Timorese and to help us in our own process of consolidation of our independence. No two countries have a more important relationship than Timor-Leste and Indonesia. There are no other more important neighbors for us than Indonesia and, obviously, Australia – the two neighbors we have. 
Indonesia’s attitude is admirable, and because of that Xanana and I, we have always argued against those very few in my country, some in international communities including the United States and elsewhere, who keep pushing for an international tribunal on Indonesia for the violence in 1999 and in the past. When I was Foreign Minister and today as President I keep telling some politicians, some NGOs in Timor, “Do you want an international tribunal on Indonesia? Find another President, I’m not going to do it.” As long as I am President, I would oppose it because of many reasons, but to make it short, we were freed in 1999, because Indonesians liberated themselves. They have gone through a very complex transition to democracy. You are all familiar with the developments in Indonesia since ’99. Some of the problems are similar to the Philippines – internal, political violence and problems – which they have overcome. Today Indonesia is a flourishing democracy with a very strong civil society. The extremist elements are minority. In success of the election in Indonesia they lost. The more secular parties won. And we, the Timorese side, in view of the way Indonesia related to us with a sense of solidarity, we go around and say, well, we setup an international tribunal to cause them problems. Well, I don’t have many virtues. As a human being I have flaws and sins, but one virtue I think I have is loyalty. I never stab a friend or a country in the back. Pushing for an international tribunal on Indonesia is stabbing the President of Indonesia and the Indonesian people in the back. When the President of Indonesia came to Timor in 2005, thousands of people came to the streets to greet him. We have still thousands of Indonesians living there. In 2006, while some Timorese were busy killing each other, not a single Indonesian was touched, and for that matter any foreigner. We have a great admiration for that country. 
And maybe another lesson from our experience: As you know we are majority Catholic, 95-97% Catholic. Indonesia as you know is majority Muslim, but for many years of our struggle never once you would hear from me in my speeches in Washington or anywhere or from Xanana Gusmao or any Timorese leader trying to demonize Indonesia because Indonesia is Muslim. It was never a religious conflict. It was a political one. It was a result of cold war mentality. And I even said in Washington once at a forum when some people raised this issue, I said of Suharto in Indonesia, one thing you cannot accuse him of is discriminating when it comes to violence. Everyone gets it whether you are Muslim, Catholic, Protestant; it doesn’t matter. If you oppose him, you’ll get crushed. So, Suharto could never be accused of discriminating when it comes to violence. You can ask the Muslims in Indonesia who are at the worst end of the violence in the Suharto regime.
Question 2: 

Can you give us an advice on what students can do to attain peace for the Asian region?

Answer: To answer in a nutshell, for me, sometimes in a very practical way, I tell young people and elsewhere: study, study and study. Not to be just good, I was always a very average student, I never studied very hard. On the eve of the exam I would try to study what I should have studied for many months and get upset when you get only B or C. Well, study, study and study to be the very best, for the pride of your family, pride of your neighborhood, your village, pride of your country, to serve your country, to serve humanity. 

Question 3: 
Do you think the change of leadership in America will bring major contributions towards peace?

Answer: I would say so with regard to President Barack Obama and many good people around him and many good people in the US Congress. They will not produce miracles; they will not deliver everything you expect of them. But I believe that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict will be dealt with in a more balanced way, as long as Palestinian leaders reconcile, also refrain from violence. In regard to Hamas, although I don’t associate myself with the label put on by the West as a terrorist organization, I would say that when we are leaders of a people, leaders of a community, even when we aspire to be leaders of a state, when we want to form a state like in the case of Palestine, there are certain norms of behavior. There are certain rules that we have to observe, we have to be extremely prudent in what we say and in what we do. If we, because of frustration, surrender to violence, because of perceived violence inflicted by the Israelis, I say perceived because I want to stop making judgments, the Palestinians they feel, they know, they don’t have to be told how they are suffering, but regardless of that, if you do not resist the temptation of answering violence with violence, well, you lose all your morals. What is your moral authority if you react with violence? What is Israeli morality when, because of Hamas rockets, they blockade the country completely, and launch the war they’re launching? And the US sanctions on Cuba, I said I was the only President speaking in the UN General Assembly in New York, just past September, calling on the new US administration to abandon the policy of sanctions on Cuba, out of morality. You cannot, because of the perceived sins of leaders, and again I emphasize the word ‘perceived’ sins of leaders, as perceived by you, impose policies that affect everybody else, that you know very well are going to be victimized. Will Barack Obama do just that? And I said in my speech that if the new administration does that, my admiration for the West goes one notch up. If it doesn’t, my heart will bleed. Will he respond to your illusions? Many millions of people had illusions in a good sense about Barack Obama. I was a few weeks ago in an orphanage in Timor, the kids aged 5-11 or so, I asked them “Are you following the American elections?” And they said yes; they knew who were the candidates. And I asked them “Who are you going to vote for?” Every single one of them screamed the name Barack Obama, in a remote village of Timor. Barack Obama got more votes in Timor than I got when I was elected President. Will he deliver to us, to the world? It is very difficult. The contrary forces in the United States – do not underestimate them. 

Question 4: 

Do you have any advice to the people in the Gaza Strip, and what do you think the world should do to end that conflict? 
Answer: I gave a lecture two years ago in London. Following my talk, one young Palestinian came to talk to me and said “How come Timor-Leste is so small, and you are now being independent, but Palestine, 50 years, no independence?” I don’t want to give lectures to anyone about how you should conduct yourselves, but I told him that in my country for the 24 years of Indonesian occupation, not one single Indonesian civilian of the many thousands who were there – teachers, farmers, street vendors, civil servants and their families – was touched by the resistance. And I always told the resistance at that time: “You touch an Indonesian civilian, we quit.” I would never be part of a movement, a cause that on behalf of it, use violence indiscriminately. And we never did. We were very good in killing each other, but we never touched Indonesian civilians. And that is a remark or a tribute to our people, not to me, but to the people. I said this to the young Palestinian. The past 50 years have shown you already that you cannot defeat the Israeli military. All kinds of violence have been attempted to terrorize the Israelis. And I said that if you were to pursue Mahatma Gandhi, civil disobedience, you might even be successful. Imagine 4 million Palestinians sitting down, refusing to do anything. What are the Israelis going to do? Don’t demonize the Israelis, the Jews. These people have high morals. Remember in 1982, the first demonstration in a massacre in Lebanon, was not even committed by the Israelis, but by the Phalanges in Southern Lebanon. If Palestinians were to do civil disobedience, you’d have hundreds of thousands of Israelis joining you. They would achieve far more and quicker solutions than these few rockets fired by Hamas.  On day one of our independence in 2002, we recognized the state of Israel, established diplomatic relations and also immediately with the Palestinian Authority. We have a very balanced position on that. Our sympathy is always with the underdog – with the Palestinians. The Israelis cannot do and should not do what they are doing: 50 years of humiliation of the Palestinian people. And the Israelis should be the first sensitive to this. Survivors of the Holocaust survive hundreds of years of exclusion and discrimination. They should be the most loving people in the world, doing what they do and regardless of the excuses the Palestinians might give them for the violence. The Palestinians did not wake up one day and decided to become terrorists. They resort to violence after years and years of humiliation and exclusion. If the Israelis don’t understand that, if the Americans don’t understand that …The other day I was reading the New York Times that Barack Obama now has a whole list of top American specialists with 30-40 years of experience to advise him on the Palestine-Israeli conflict. If I were Barack Obama, of the list of candidates with 30-40 years of experience in advising, I would say ‘no’ and discard them. They are such geniuses that after 40 years they still have not come up with a good solution? What have they advised?
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